February 25, 2008

Town Board Minutes 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was cancelled on February 12, 2008 due to inclement weather.  The meeting was rescheduled for Tuesday, February 26, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. A Special Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Monday, February 25, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 
LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

Absent:  Richard Becker       Councilmember 

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 

JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi commented on the winter weather and how it caught up to us in the month of February and that Spring is coming around the corner hoping that there won’t be too many more storms in March.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that a new TV program called Veteran’s Corner was started this year.  Every month she interviews one Cortlandt veteran starting from WW II and going through other skirmishes and wars, starting with Frank Capeniera in January on channel 78. It was a wonderful interview, commenting that these are very humble people who served our country so valiantly who don’t necessarily talk about their experiences and the Town thought it would be wonderful to get their life story on tape to have it for the archives.  The public will be seeing more of this.
There are a couple of St. Patrick’s Day events, 2 parades coming up, one in Peekskill and one in Buchanan. The information will be on our scroll on Channel 78 and in the newspaper.
Supervisor Puglisi commented on the passing of retired Town Justice, Daniel McCarthy who passed on February 15th.  The end of this business meeting will be closed in his memory.  She spoke of Dan as a wonderful gentleman, a good 
SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS, (cont.)

friend who served as Town Justice for 34 years and the Supervisor gave her condolences to his family, friends and colleagues in the Town government. It was a beautiful service and Dan will be missed very much.  She stated she was delighted he was able to be at the swearing-in ceremony in January where he was able to officiate the swearing in of his son, Dan McCarthy, our Town Justice.
Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the fire at the Colonial Terrace which has been in the Town of Cortlandt for 63 years. They will be rebuilding and the Town is doing it’s best to assist them where it can. She thanked the Mohegan Fire Dept. and all other fire departments and emergency services and volunteers that came to help stating it could not be done without them.

The“Let’s Talk Heart to Heart“  brochure was sent out in the mail put together by the Cortlandt community coalition and Town employees Coleen Anderson and Becky Bell regarding prevention methods for substance abuse.
* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman; all Town Board Members indicated their presence with the exception of Councilmember Becker, 
* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 
Councilmember John Sloan spoke on the introduction in January of “Go for the Green” to give tips to save money in the household by being more “green”.  This is geared toward population like himself when it comes to the environment as “cheap and lazy”.  This month: if you turn off the computer at night about 9 hours you could save another $40 per month, a little less for a laptop. Today’s computer power issues have been resolved so that the turning on and off of the computer is not a problem. So our goal for the Green Tip of February is to save $40.00 by shutting off the computer in the evening.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this tip would be on the website and on Channel 78.

Councilmember Ann Lindau discussed that on Saturday she introduced John Hall who had a forum here and John Hall gave a speech about how the country needs to help the veterans and what they are trying to do in Iraq. He talked of volunteers of first responders in New York and how important they are for our economy because they do this gratis. She announced there was going to be a public/private partnership creating affordable housing in Northern Westchester, a paneled discussion , this Wednesday Feb.27th  7:30 at Bedford Town Court.
Councilmember Frank Farrell spoke of the sadness of losing Judge Dan McCarthy a longtime serving member of the bench of the Town of Cortlandt and the honor and pleasure it must have been for him to swear in his son to follow him as Town Justice in the Town and noting what an honor it was that his children followed him into the career of law . He commented that to want to do the same work as their father speaks very well of the example he led. He recalled the beautiful resonant speaking voice of Judge McCarthy and the way he was able to present himself in the courtroom, stating that he would be missed.
Councilmember Farrell also spoke of his attendance of a dinner dance and award programs of the Mohegan Volunteer Fire Department and complemented them as one outstanding outfit. He stated that in Cortlandt we are very blessed to be served by the many volunteer emergency services and he had not realized 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

that Mohegan is the 5th busiest volunteer firehouse/ambulance corp. in Westchester  County.  That evening 6 gentlemen who had between them 225 years of service received certificates for long service and Councilmember Farrell was impressed by the number of years and the amount of calls by these individuals. These organizations could use any assistance given and they would be willing to train, and besides being rewarding they seem to really enjoy being part of it. Numbers are listed in the recreation brochure and he urged the public to volunteer.
Supervisor Puglisi added that Sunday morning Sandy Galef will be hosting a Red Cross community Readiness meeting Thurs. Feb. 28th in the Cortlandt Town Hall in this meeting room.

* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of    , approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Lindau    seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

1.
Public Hearing to consider the adoption of a Tree Preservation 
Ordinance.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 6:24 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi, on behalf of her colleagues on the Town Board, thanked the work and efforts of the CAC regarding this ordinance.
John Milmore- Chairman of CAC- Thanked everyone concerned and discussed reasons why there was a need for this newly titled Tree Preservation Ordinance.  He explained the purpose of the ordinance and how the wetlands, steep slopes and runoff issues are all related to the ordinance.  He referred to the author Rachel Carson and her novel “Silent Spring” indicating the relationship between trees and birds in their habitat.  The CAC will be more involved in the tree cutting process and the purpose is not to be unduly restrictive to the individual homeowner but to make it more difficult to “clear cut” hundreds of trees on a property. The CAC will be reviewing the permits and will be needing additional “people power”. He asked that if anyone would be interested in becoming involved with the CAC there are now openings for 2 members and indicated the requirements asked of them.

Supervisor Puglisi indicated where this information will be available to the public- on the Town’s website and on Channel 78 and introduced Ed Vergano, Director of DES, for his comments.
Ed Vergano discussed the details of the Tree Preservation Ordinance and stated that the new plan will be subject to evaluation in about six months and adjustments can be reviewed.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (cont.)
There were no additional persons wishing to comment. The motion to close the public hearing at 6:35 p.m. was made by Councilmember LIndau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.
A motion to adopt a negative declaration was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell. All Voted AYE.
RESOLUTION NO.54-08- ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WITH RESPECT TO THE ADOPTION OF A TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE.

A motion to adopt a Local Law with respect to the adoption of a Tree Preservation Ordinance was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.
LOCAL LAW NO. 1-08- ADOPT A LOCAL LAW WITH RESPECT TO THE ADOPTION OF A TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE.
Councilmember Lindau added that it gives her great pleasure to know that this is finally already in place and to thank John and the CAC for their hard work.

The public hearing was closed at 6:36 p.m
2.
Public Hearing to Consider Revising the Table of Dimensional 
Requirements.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 6:39 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi – stated that this public hearing is going to be adjourned another time as they are waiting for comments from the Zoning Board of Appeals, She indicated it has been publicized and asked if anyone has questions and would like to get up and ask questions about this.  John Mattis, Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals, indicated these comments would be forthcoming in a few weeks.
A motion to adjourn  til March 11, 2008 was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  All voted AYE.

The hearing was closed at 6:39 p.m.

3.
Public Hearing to consider Bonding with respect to Sewer Pump `
Reconstruction for the Lafayette Sewer District.
Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 6:39 p.m.

Tom Wood- Town Attorney- explained that repairs are needed to the pump station and now the Town has to reimburse the general fund in the amount of $350,000 which was lent to the three sewer districts.  By state law, the sewer districts have to reimburse the general fund within one year and a public hearing is needed to authorize this procedure.

There was no additional discussion. 
A motion to close the public hearing, adopt a negative declaration and adopt a bonding resolution was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.
PUBLIC HEARINGS (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO. 55-08 RE: ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WITH RESPECT TO SEWER PUMP RECONSTRUCTION FOR THE LAFAYETTE SEWER DISTRICT

RESOLUTION NO. 56-08 RE; ADOPT A BONDING RESOLUTION WITH RESPECT TO SEWER PUMP RECONSTRUCTION FOR THE LAFAYETTE SEWER DISTRICT

The hearing was closed at 6:40 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
John Mattis- Coachlight Square, Montrose- here as a private citizen.  Spoke regarding the letter from Coachlight Square Association indicating it was a reply to the request from Rose Catalano for a licensing agreement with respect to a wall on the right-a-way. He stated that the Association is very much not in favor of approving the wall that is on Town property basically for safety purposes.
* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

1.
Receive and File bids opened January 9, 2008 with respect to roof repairs; 
and Award the Contract for same.
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items be received and ordered filed. Seconded by Councilmember Lindau. 
Supervisor Puglisi stated this is roof repair at our water division down in Verplanck, and over 50 years since it has been repaired. The bid came back at $59,000.

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

Annual 2007 Report from the Recreation Division of DES.

December, 2007 Reports from the Office for the Aging and the Water Division of DOTS

Annual Technology Report and GIS Report

January 2008 Reports from the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi thanked Peter McMillan, staff, and Councilmember Sloan for the technology Report and GIS

All Voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  
1.
Report from DES with respect to Lafayette Avenue & Ridge Road.

2.
Highway De-Icing Task Force Report with respect to the Northern 
Westchester Watershed Committee.

3.
Letter from the Supervisor regarding recent NRC fines of Entergy, 
($650,000); and the Town’s position that the monies should be given to 
the host community to defer the cost of the new Youth Center for Cortlandt 
Youth.
Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said that Indian Point owned by Entergy is in our community and if the NRC is imposing fines it’s our opinion that some of the money should go back to the community.  So we are waiting for the check.  We’ll see what happens.
All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS 
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolution adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:  
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Letter from the Cortlandt Ridge Homeowners Association with respect to 
stop signs: and refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

2.
Letter from Barbara and James Eberz with respect to speeding on Dimond 
Avenue; and refer to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

3.
Letter from Silvio Sabani requesting a license Agreement on a Town 
Right-of-Way; and refer to DOTS, DES and the Legal Department.

4.
Letter from Paul Gallay from the Westchester Land Trust with respect to 
Conservation Easements; and refer to DOTS, DES and the Legal 
Department.

5.
Letter from Mark Turkheimer with respect to a parcel on Locust Avenue 
and a request to purchase 5 acres of property at the end of Rita Lane; and 
refer to DOTS and the Open Space Committee.

6.
Letter from Coachlight Square Association; and refer to DES, DOTS, and 
the Legal Department.

7.
Letter from Mr. & Mrs. Al Gaines regarding road issues and refer to DES.

8.
Nomination of John Milmore, Chairman of the CAC, for the Volunteer 
Spirit 
Award.

9.
Letter from Dominic Savino requesting a Guardrail on Red Mill Road; and 
refer to DES.

NEW BUSINESS (cont.)
10.
Memo from the Planning Board with respect to amending the Zoning 
Ordinance and refer to DOTS and the Legal Department and amended 
to also include a letter from Bill Zutt with regard to same
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:  

RESOLUTION NO. 57-08- RE:  Appoint Fred Pardee and Steven Stein to the title Maintenance Mechanic Repair in DES.
RESOLUTION NO. 58-08- RE:  Appoint Janice LaFave to the title Intermediate Account Clerk per Civil Service Procedure.
RESOLUTION NO. 59-08- RE:  Appoint two seasonals for the Water Division of DOTS.
RESOLUTION NO. 60-08- RE:  Appoint Adrian Hunte as a member of the ZBA to fill a vacancy.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that Resolutions 1 & 2  are employees currently working with us and upon interviewing, the staff committee recommended promotions and thanked the employees for their work.  

The Supervisor spoke of Adrian Hunte who will be filling the vacancy in the Zoning Board due to the election of Richard Becker as Councilmember.  Many were interviewed and it was unanimously decided to appoint Adrian Hunte, a very well known attorney in the Town of Cortlandt. 

Adrian Hunte thanked Supervisor Puglisi and the Town Board and expressed looking forward to working with the ZBA.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:  

RESOLUTION NO. 61-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Cable Advisory Board for the year 2008.
RESOLUTION NO. 62-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Historic Rivertowns of Westchester for the year 2008.
RESOLUTION NO. 63-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Continental Village Park District Advisory Committee for the year 2008.
RESOLUTION NO. 64-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Hudson Highlands Gateway Task Force for the year 2008.
RESOLUTION NO. 65-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Town Electrical Board for the year 2008.
RESOLUTIONS (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 66-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Town Plumbing Board for the year 2008.
RESOLUTION NO. 67-08 – RE:  Designate the Town Board liaisons for Boards, Committees and Councils.
RESOLUTION NO. 68-08 - RE:  Resolution exercising the Town’s right to terminate GML 207C Benefits to a former employee as amended.
RESOLUTION NO. 69-08 - RE:  Resolution requesting NYS DOT install a Center Median on the Bear Mt. Parkway.

RESOLUTION NO. 70-08- RE:  Authorize an IMA and the expenditure of $226,068.50 as the Town’s share of the acquisition of Hemlock Hill Farm as Open Space in partnership with New York State, Westchester County and the Town of Yorktown (funding from the Open Space Account).
RESOLUTION NO. 71-08- RE:  Receive and File the Supervisor’s statement protesting the NRC’s and Entergy Nuclear’s opposition to the Town’s application to intervene in the Indian Point Re-Licensing Proceeding; and if the Town’s application is denied authorize the Town Attorney to appeal said denial.
RESOLUTION NO. 72-08- RE:  Authorize the transfer of a Town Contract from Edwards & Kelsey to Jacobs, Edwards & Kelsey.
RESOLUTION NO. 73-08- RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with NYSEMO with respect to a Hazard Mitigation Plan; and authorize RFP’s with respect to same.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the ongoing saga with the DOTS and the writing of letters for many years regarding the center median on the Bear Mt. Parkway.  The town is very upset due to the past and most recent fatalities so once again the Town is mandating that they put in the center median. The Town cannot legally put in the median. The State DOT has to do the construction of the median because it is their highway.
The Supervisor stated that The Hemlock Hill Farm is 100 acres at the end of Maple Ave. and Croton Ave.- 60 acres in Cortlandt, 40 in Yorktown. There will be a life estate there for Mr. John DeMaria, owner, about 10-14 acres, but the rest of it will be preserved forever. The Town’s share is a cost of $226,000 taken from the Town’s Open Space account. It is in the Croton Watershed so it is very important.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted and the indicated items removed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services:
RESOLUTION NO. 74-08- RE:  Adopt a Negative Declaration with respect to the reconstruction of the Cortlandt Lake Dam.
RESOLUTIONS (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 75-08- RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute the State Assistance Contract, submit project documentation and 
otherwise act in all matters related to project and state assistance with respect to the Cortlandt Lake Dam Rehabilitation.
RESOLUTION NO. 76-08- RE: Authorize Construction, Administration and Inspection Services with respect to the Cortlandt Dam.
RESOLUTION NO. 77-08- RE:  Authorize Preparation of a bid package for rock removal on Montrose Station Road including the intersection with Washington Street and Westchester County Park Land.
RESOLUTION NO. 78-08- RE: Authorize Preparation of bid package for water main cleaning, lining and replacement in Continental Village.
RESOLUTION NO. 78-08A- RE:  Authorize preparation of bid package for water main cleaning, lining and replacement on various roads.
*The following item was REMOVED:

 Agreement with respect to permitting and design services for Town Center Drainage Improvements.

RESOLUTION NO. 79-08- RE:  Authorize Emergency Oil Tank replacement at the Community Center.
RESOLUTION NO. 80-08- RE:  Authorize the Town to seek RFP’s for the reconstruction of a Croton Avenue wall.
*The following item was REMOVED:

 Seek RFP’s for a feasibility study with respect to the HVAC System at Town Hall.

RESOLUTION NO.81-08- RE:  Request State and Federal funding to assist with the demolition of the Battery Place Bridge; and send letters to all federal and state officials with regard to same.
DISCUSSION:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that the items being removed are so that we could have further evaluation done on them; we are not prepared to vote at this time.

The Supervisor stated that this is phase two of work done on Montrose Station Road to benefit the residents that reside on that road.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:
RESOLUTION NO. 82-08- RE:  Authorize a contract with respect to webcasting services.
RESOLUTIONS (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.83-08- RE:  Authorize a MOU with the Village of Croton with respect to the dog shelter located at Arlo Lane.
RESOLUTION NO. 84-08- RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute an Agreement with respect to the concession stand services at Cook Pool.
RESOLUTION NO. 85-08- RE:  Authorize amending a contract with respect to bus services and fuel charges.
RESOLUTION NO. 86-08- RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for March 11, 2008 to consider a Local Law to provide for a Cold War Veterans Exemption.
RESOLUTION NO. 87-08- RE:  Accept security in the amount of $15,000 with respect to Cortlandt Self Storage.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  

RECEIVE AND FILE:

1.  
Letter from Bruno Pesavento, Jr., with respect to a proposed 
driveway at 1038 Quaker Bridge Road; and refer to DOTS and the 
Legal
Department         

2.  
Letter from Christine Furfaro with respect to drainage on 8th Street in
     
Verplanck; and refer to DES and DOTS.
RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 88-08- RE:  Appoint Maria Pereira Assistant Court Clerk to fill a vacancy.
RESOLUTION NO. 89-08- RE:  Appoint Terri Narsingh a permanent 
part-time employee in the Court Clerk’s Office.
RESOLUTION NO. 90-08- RE:  Authorize DOTS to evaluate flooding issues “in-house” in the Maple Avenue/Fairgreen Court, and Washington Acres area.

DISCUSSION; Supervisor Puglisi spoke of the vacancy of the Court Clerk’s office and introduced Maria Pereira and Terri Narsingh .

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Sloan moved the following budget transfers be authorized, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:
RESOLUTION NO. 91-08- RE: Authorize Budget Resolutions (8)

DISCUSSION: Glenn Cestaro indicated that there were eight budget transfers and discussed details.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
None

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi indicated there would be discussions at the following work session regarding various projects and matters of various road issues.

* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 
John Mattis- Coachlight Square, Montrose - speaking both as chairman of Zoning Board and as an individual wanted to thank and commend the board for appointment of Adrian Hunte.
John DeBenedictus- Westminister Drive- discusses size of signs placed by the Town indicating projects on various properties and lack of adequate size to alert the citizens. Also spoke of Town trucks parked in handicapped spaces.
* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Daniel McCarthy at 7:13 pm, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  

All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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